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“Mom! Is Uncle Albert really going to come to see us this summer? I heard it from
Dad,” 1 said to my mother. In fact, I knew this news a few weeks ago but it *slipped my
mind. It was before my first tennis match, and I was very busy with the club activity.
However, I broke my leg on the way to school a couple of days ago and I was spending a
boring weekend ( (I} ) of this cycling accident. Then, I suddenly remembered what he
told me sometime before.

“Yes, Nina. I am happy to say@]ﬂ. He has not been here since you were quite a
little girl, eight years ago. You were just eight. Do you remember that when he came
here last time, he liked my carrot cake? Tll make it again! Oh, I cannot wait to see
him!”

“Mom,” 1 continued, *why do you like him so much? He is just your *step-brother.”

“Just my step-brother!?” she said. “He has been more important to me than my own
father.”

“Sounds interesting! Tell me more,” I asked.

1 wa.s@\_(.liid on the sofa in the living room and she was reading a gardening magazine
next to me. Dinner was over and Dad was in his room to finish some work. It was a
good chance to talk about Uncle Albert with her.

“Well, I think I will,” she said slowly.

My mother, Sophie, was forty years old and her soft, dark hair began to turn gray.
However, her face was as fresh as ( @ ). I loved to look at it.

“You should know what he did for your Mom, and how important he was to you.”

1 gbtgj(ex-id because it was the first time for her to say such a thing. 1 wondered
what kind of story she was going to tell me,

“When [ was a child, my life was very bad,” she began. “For i that reason, I have
almost never spoken about it to you. My mother died when I was just three. My father
was disappointed at his life. He was a nice person who liked talking with others, but
after her death, he shut himself off, ®£gr_ow_) silent, and-.” She added after some time,
“began to drink from morning until night.”

When I looked up, she had tears in her eyes. 1 was surprised and said, “Don't
continue, Mom, if it hurts you." However, she shook her { & ) and kept talking,



“He damaged his health and died. Then, I was sent to an *orphanage at the age of
thirteen. I stayed there for three years but I was lonely all the time. My only joy was
playing the piano. I practiced it ( @ ) hard every day that I won a prize in a contest.
My name was on the local newspaper. Surprisingly, Albert read it and visited me at the
orphanage. Uncle Albert was thirty-six then. He was a son of my father and his first
wife, My mother married my father after his first wife died, so Albert was my step-
brother. He suggested that he would live with me. At ( (0 ), I didnt expect it would
go well, but actually he changed my life. He always said that it was important to make
efforts to be happy and also to make others happy. So I have tried to make your life
good, Nina.”
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(1) Nina couldnt join the tennis match because
she was waiting for her uncle.

she was injured.

her mother told her to stay home.

her bike was broken.

P

(2) Nina asked Sophie to tell her the story of Uncle Albert because
. Nina liked him very much.

Nina was curious to know about him.

. Nina was too bored.

Nina didn't want to do her homework.
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{3) Sophie first met her step-brother when

she was as old as Nina.
. she read the local newspaper article.
. she cooked a carrot cake,

. she was playing the piano.

(4) Sophie and Albert

7. have the same mother.

4. have the same father.

7. have not seen each other for more than ten years.

. were from the same orphanage.

(5) Sophie was kind to Nina because
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. Sophie’s parents were also kind to her.

. Sophie was happy herself when she was a child.
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. Nina is an elementary school student and goes to school by hike.

. Nina has never seen Uncle Albert.

. Nina enjoyed talking about her uncle with her parents.

. Nina's grandfather lost his wife when their daughter was little.

. It was very hard for Sophie to talk about her early life,

. Uncle Albert visited some orphanages to look for Sophie.

. Uncle Albert is about sixty years old now.

. Sophie learned from Unele Albert that she should make others happy.

Uncle Albert was very important not only to Sophie but also to Nina.
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l. Tm planning to buy both of the old books about ocean species.

2. Last night, a loud voice was heard in a small building on the eastern side of the
island, and the police quickly arrived.
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1. Some people say [a] [b] [c] in the
future.
7. are 1. disappear 7. doing . humans #. most
A, of #. the jobs 7. will
2. [a] [b [c at that time.
T. enjoy 1. he 7. the movie . tired 4. to
#. too ¥, was % . watching
3 [a] [b] [&] hometown.
7. a doctor 4. everyone 7. he L. in %, is
1. known *. my 7. to
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( ) people had money ( ) them at that time.
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She left home ( ) ( ) goodbye ( ) anyone.

. Emily R #OEIZ2WTEBMS T,
Emily ( ) know about the country ( ) ( ).
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I am short. On ( )« ) ( ), my brother is very tall.
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We ( ) ( ) of the garden by ( ).
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1. Emma :
: Not at all, Emma. v You can do it easy, but you need the right recipe.

Mark

Emma :

Mark :

Sarah

Eliza

Sarah :

Jane

Jane

: Hi, Sarah.

‘o
43 disagme._,fA lot_of people depend too much on it.

g But last week you bought the latest smartphone.
: I use it only when I need it.,‘_l'm worried people are losing real human
@

Hey, M‘""“r, Do you think it is difficult to make nice spaghetti?

@\Can you share an easy spaghetti recipe with me?

: Sure, I'll send you a simple one. You'll love it!

I heard you often go to hiking. ,ECan you give me some advice

@

about hiking?

: Of course. You should use a light backpack, take enough water, and wear

good shoes.

: Thanks for the advice. Can I borrow your hiking shoes?gMine are too small

to wear.

Sure. ©I‘Il lend them to you before I go this weekend.

Technology like smartphones have greatly improved our life.

communication.

4. MOTHER : a How many books is she going to take to her school camping trip? She

FATHER :

said she bought four books yesterday for it. I'm afraid she doesn't know
the meaning of the word camping.
How long will it be?

@

MOTHER : She'll be there for a week. ,S:How do you think?
FATHER : The camp site is a quiet place, so _she should take more than five books.

@
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: On Sunday, we are going to the jazz concert in Flower Hall, right?

: That's right.

: You suggested we should meet around one twenty at Sakura Station, but I'm worried

that we may be late if the weather is bad.

: Then, what’s your idea, Ken?

A : Let’s see.... The concert will start at two o'clock. According to the website, it takes
thirty minutes by bus from Sakura Station. So, [ 1 | one
ten? Then we can get there twenty minutes before the concert.

B : Sounds good. See you then. Bye.
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What is the half of eight? I'm sure you will answer it is four. But another answer is

also possible. Some people may answer, “ | 2 |.» Why? Many
people think, “That’s impossible!” Do you think go, too? Look at the number “8" carefully
and cut it into two. You see there are two numbers. From this, we can learn it is

possible for us to think in a different way.
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